[The use of monoclonal antibodies in veterinary research].
Monoclonal antibodies (MCAs) are important tools for current and future veterinary research. This is especially true for the study of and fight against infectious diseases. MCAs offer new perspectives for the study of the antigenic structure of micro-organisms and their components, as highly specific reagents for (differential) diagnostic tests and for the development of vaccines. In addition, MCAs are essential for the exploration of the immune system. Examples to illustrate applications in these areas are presented.